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types. Hearing from Muslims on those 
issues where they agree with us, and 
where they differ from us, has opened 
our eyes to the variety of practices and 
attitudes within Islam. We hope that 
our Muslim friends have gained a sim- 
ilar perspective on Christianity. 

A year ago, at the close of an excit- 
ing week of sharing with Muslims at a 
seminar sponsored by the National 
Council of Churches, it became clear to 
us that the greatest value of the dia- 
logue is that it makes people of both 
faiths aware of their common values 
and aspirations: the desire for holi- 
ness, the quest for justice, and the love 
of peace. It is this that unites us in 
brotherhood and sisterhood and makes 
our dialogue group such an important 
part of our lives. 

Dr. and Mrs. Elliou Bush (Trudy) 

Delavan, Wisconsin 

(Dr. Bush is pastor of the United Methodist 
Church, Delavan.) 


I n pursuing the goals of our Islamic- 
Christian Dialogue over these eight 
years, we informed ourselves by talks 
and discussions on the history, the doc- 
trines, the society and the concerns of 
our two religions and religious commu- 
nities. We met not only intellectually 
but socially to foster friendship and 
fellowship and to enjoy each other’s 
holidays and religious occasions. 

Our Dialogue has found recogni- 
tion with and special mention by the 
Vatican, the World Muslim League, 
and the World Council of Churches. 

Let me cite a verse of our Qur’an 
about the Christians (V:85): 

“‘And the nearest among them in love 
To the Believers (i.e. Muslims) wilt thou 
Find those who say, 

‘We are Christians,’ 

Because amongst these are 

Men devoted to learning 

And men who have renounced the world, 

and they are not arrogant.” 

Again, the Qur’an states (11:62): 
“*Those who believe (in the Qur’an) 

And those who follow the Jewish Scriptures 

And the Christians and the Sabians 

And who believe in God 

And the Last Day 

And work righteously 

Shall have their. »are.”” 

Abbas Hamda».., .vitlwaukee, Wisconsin 
(Dr. Hamdani is professor of Islamic History, 
University of Wisconsin at Milwaukee.) 
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